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Great Salt Lake, Utah, USA 1972-1987
Great Salt Lake is shallow for its size—about 70 miles long and 30 
miles wide, but only about 40 feet deep. Even a small rise in water level 
means large changes in the surface area of the lake. Rainy weather in 
the 1980s brought the lake to high levels.

Date Satellite Bands Res Path Row
Sept. 13, 1972 Landsat 1 MSS 7,5,4 79 m 42 31
Dec. 18, 1987 Landsat 5 MSS 4,2,1 79 m 39 31

Earthshots: Satellite Images of Environmental Change

The U.S. Geological Survey Earth Resources Observation  
and Science (EROS) Center archives data from the  
Landsat satellites (1972–present). Earthshots presents  
environmental changes using Landsat images.


